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In the-eiaims : - - - - . 

Claim 1 (original) A clear stable aqueous solution comprising an alkali metal silicate 
waterglass, a water soluble aluminate and a hydroxy carboxylic acid. 

Claim 2 (currently amended) A solution according to claim 1 charact e ris e d i n that 
wherein the water soluble aluminate is an alkali metal aluminate. 

Claim 3 (currently amended) A solution according to e ither of c l a i ms 1 or 2 charact e r i s e d 
i n that claim 1 wherein the water soluble aluminate is a sodium aluminate. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) A solution according to any of claims 1 to 3 charact e r i s e d in 

ttot claim 1 wherein the hydroxycarboxylic acid is an a-hydroxy carboxylic acid. 

( 

Claim 5 (currently amended) A solution according to claim 4 charact e ris e d in that wherein 
the hydroxycarboxylic acid is selected from the group comprising tartaric acid, 
malic acid, gluconic acid, lactic acid, saccharic acid and citric acid. 

Claim 6 (currently amended) A solution according to claim 5 charact e risod i n that wherein 
the hydroxycarboxylic acid is citric acid. 
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Claim 7 (currently amended) A solution according to any of th e procod i ng cla i ms 

character i s e d in that claim 1 wherein the alkali metal silicate waterglass having a 
weight ratio Si02:M20 of from 2.0:1 to 4.0:1 where M represents an alkali metal 
cation. 

Claim 8 (currently amended) A solution according to claim 7 charact e r i sed i n that wherein 
the sodium silicate waterglass has a weight ratio Si02:Na20 of from 2.5:1 to 3.0:1 . 

Claim 9 (currently amended) A solution according to ei th e r of claims 7 or 8 character i s e d 
i n that i t claim 7 further comprises comprising a potassium silicate waterglass 

Claim 10 (currently amended) A solution according to claim 9 charact e r i s e d on that 
wherein the potassium silicate has a weight ratio Si02:K20 of from 1 .43:1 to 
2.05:1. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended) A solution according to ei th e r of c l a i ms 9 or 10 

characteris e d i n that claim 9 wherein the molar ratio of sodium ions to potassium 
ions is at least 2:1. 

Claim 12 (currently amended) A solution according to any of th e pr e ced i ng c l aims 

charact e r i sed in that claim 1 wherein the molar ratio of silicon to aluminium is in 
the range 20:1 to 35:1. 
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Claim 1 3 (currently amended) A solution-according to claim 12 character i sod in that 
wherein the molar ratio of silicon to aluminium is in the range 25:1 to 32:1. 

Claim 14 (currently amended) A solution according to any of tho preced i ng cla i ms 

charact e r i sed i n that claim 1 wherein the weight ratio of silica to alkali metal oxide 
is in the range 2:1 to 4:1. 

Claim 15 (currently amended) A solution according to any of th e prec e ding c l a i ms 
charact e r i s e d in that i t claim 1 further compr i ses comprising a polyhydric 
compound. 

Claim 16 (currently amended) A solution according to claim 15 charact e r i s e d i n that 
wherein the polyhydric compound is glycerol. 

Claim 17 (currently amended) A clear intumescent interlayer charact e r i sed in that it has 
beeft produced by drying a solution according to any of c l aims 1 to 16 claim 1 
under controlled conditions. 

Claim 18 (currently amended) An interlayer according to claim 17 charact e rised i n that it 
comprises comprising from 1 0 to 35% by weight of water. 
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Claim 1 9 (currently amended) An interlayer according to e i ther of c l aims 17 or 18 

charact e r i s e d in that i t comprises claim 17 comprising from 0.1 to 5.0% by weight 
of aluminium. 

Claim 20 (currently amended) An interlayer according to any of cla i ms 17 to 19 

charact e r i sed i n that claim 17 wherein the interlayer has a thickness of form 0.5 to 
2.0 mm. 

Claim 21 (currently amended) A glass sheet having an interlayer according to any of 
c l aims claim 17 tG-20 on one surface thereof. 

Claim 22 (currently amended) A laminated glazing which comprises one or more 

interlayers according to any of c l aims 17 to 20 claim 17 and two or more sheets of 
glass. 

Claim 23 (currently amended) A method for producing a solution according to any of 

c l aims 1 to 16 charact e r i s e d i n that claim 1 wherein a solution comprising a water 
soluble aluminate, a hydroxycarboxylic acid and a polyhydroxy compound is added 
to an alkali metal silicate solution. 
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Claim 24 (Guppently amended) A -method accopding to claim 23 chapactoris e d in that 
whepein the aluminate is sodium aluminate. 

Claim 25 (cuppently amended) A method accopding to e i thep of claims 23 op 2A 

chapaot e ris e d i n that claim 23 whepein the hydpoxycapboxylic acid is citric acid. 

Claim 26 (cuppently amended) A method accopding to any of c l a i ms 23 to 25 

chapaoteris e d in that claim 23 whepein the polyhydpoxy compounds compound is 
glycepol. 

Claim 27 (cuppently amended) A method accopding to a ny of claims 23 to 26 

chapaot e ris e d i n that claim 23 whepein the solution comprising the aluminate is 
fopmed by a pappt i a ll y n e utpa li sing paptiallv neutpalizing the aluminate with the 
hydpoxy capboxylic acid. 
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